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Architecture letting us travel

) around time and place

| Regenerated line house

~_ in the former tea plantation area
g | of Sri Lanka

.Stone Corridor
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This corridor located in the center of the regenerated row

houée is designed by recomposing the characteristic

éﬂeménts that derive from three countries related to the
. I'ﬁStory of tea industry in Sri Lanka.
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ﬁPiH,ar / Steel made in Britain and imported 130 years ago
Wall / Masonry by local granite quarried in Sri Lanka

Floor / Finished with cowpat closely connected with
ceremonies of Hinduism from India
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the village

v | former tea field that has gone wild
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| 130-year-old row houses scattered in

Sri Lanka is world-famous for Ceylon tea. The export amount of it used to be the
first of the world. However, those who have engaged in the tea industry as labor are
generally not known well. They are neither British people who introduced the tea
industry into the country nor Sri Lankan people. They are Indian Tamil,
immigrants brought from South India by British people in the 19th century.

Although tea industry is a major one in Sri Lanka, in recent years, there are an
increasing number of tea plantations that are declining and closing due to
aging tea trees and decreased management ability. In the closed tea
plantation located in the mountainous areas, the Tamil people got lost, and the
country has been neglected the support measures, and being marginalized and
. poverty have become serious social problems. In domestic opinion, there is a
strong view that such former tea plantation areas are regarded as "Negative

e @ Heritage" of the colonial era to be eliminated toward the future.

@ The aim of this project is to revitalize a village, Bawlana, where Tamil people have
e been living for 130 years and the tea plantation got closed about 30 years ago,
through support from architecture. We have regenerated a line house for labor
here. Although 1/3 of it used to be lost before the regeneration, it becomes a
base of local tourism by local NGO. The attractive points of it are the history, culture
and nature of Bawlana that derived from the development of tea plantation.
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Line houses for labor in Bawlana are made from hybrid of three cultures that derive from three countries related to the history of tea industry in Sri Lanka.

RO S5—FHOKE | Line houses in Bawlana
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1.4 F1) ADOFH | British technology
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g8 [ Structure material / Steel ]
| Steel for structure was made in

N and brought into this village 2
51.‘; located in the mountain area.
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8l architectural element in Sri Lanka,
= in the facade of line houses of
= Bawlana.

2. Q\IbAUDSdL’. | Tamil's culture (from India)
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[ Finishing / Plaster and cowpat ]
Tamil's life and culture is closely
_ connected with Hinduism from India.
They maintain walls painted by plaster
and floors coverd with cowpat as a kind
of purifying in ceremonies of Hinduism.
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Britain at the end of 19th century

Sri Lankan culture and nature

[3EBAZR/ T 5VF]
2S5 Y HDERICEHNICL KRS

i [ B /BRI hicBERREOAMM ]
2 40cm HBHEIHIBEOABEHNS
N D, BIIBHEUDSERNEEZSF > T
W3, REOEBIIABEHDELIF—I
B ICEDEBELER> T\,

1 [ Wall / Granite quarried in Sri Lanka ]
~Wall with 40cm thickness made of
8% & piling up granite qurried in Sri Lanka
protect indoor space from strong
sunlight. The structure of line houses is
hybrid of these wall and steel frames.
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[ Semi-outdoor space / Veranda ] B sse
There are semi-outdoor space
called “veranda” , a vernacular
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BHNAEROEER | Recomposing the characteristic elements

1. Restoring veranda and facade
Veranda and facade including it which the

original line house once had are restored.
2. Taking over the original scale

Walls follow the original layout as much as
possible so that visitors can experience
the characteristicscale of line houses.
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Stone Corridor, a new space that is inserted so "
that the composition of the line houses, is more bk
visibly understandable for visitors is designed by
recomposing the three characteristic elements.
Namely, @ steel made in Britain 130 years ago,
@ wall with 40 cm thickness made of granite
quarried in Sri Lanka, and ® foor covered with
cowpat closely connected with ceremonies of
Hinduism from India.
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The line houses may have a negative side for Tamil people. However,
itis also a fact that the time they have been living in line houses for
130 years, including negative aspects, is the few basis of their
identity. Although line houses in the former tea plantation area are
often regarded as "Negative Heritage", if the history of this village and
Tamil's life and culture are revaluated from various viewpoints,
those will be power of drawing the future of this village. | believe
this regeneration will make a chance of it and this regenerated line

REOA ) IF VAT Z2#&LANSHESNZEA house will be a place where new history of this village will be born.



